
My doctor prescribed Vimovo from AstraZeneca for my residual back pain 
that resulted from a fall from a two story balcony last summer.  

My husband and I pay approximately $260 per month for insurance so we 
were a bit surprised when the pharmacist informed us that that there was a 
required co-pay of $60; especially since our yearly deductible had been 
covered completely  for months now.  We  were both physically taken-aback 
when the pharmacist informed us that the full cost of prescription was 

$1700.00.  Yes,  you read that correctly - Seventeen Hundred $$.  (On line 

the highest price listed for my geographic area was $1566.75;  the highest 
online was $2960.00)

I could not even begin to believe that a pain pill for minor back pain could 
cost such an incredible amount; way more than my monthly social security 
stipend.  I began to do some digging.  I found two shocking details:

1. On line the exact prescription is listed for $77.00 outside the US.  That 
meant that I had just paid nearly full price for the prescription. The insurance 
company was keeping our insurance premium ($260) for the month and 
they used me to collect $1700 dollars from Medicare.

2. From pharamaceutical information on line, I found Vimovo is actually a 
simple combination of two common, over-the counter, already approved 
medications:  Naproxen and Nexium.  I can purchase the exact dosage of 
Nexium for a month’s supply for $23.99; Naproxen’s month supply is on the 
$4 list at Walmart.  I could EXACTLY duplicate a months supply of Vimovo
for $27.99.  Even at those retail price there must be some profit being made.

There is little or no research that would be required for Vimovo; both of these 
over-the-counter drugs have already been approved; likely by several 
government agencies.

Someone, somehow has approved a scheme to use people’s
need for medications to create a scam to outrageously 
inflate drug prices; allowing the milking of the Medicare 
system by unscrupulous drug companies who are likely in 
bed with the government scoundrels who are allowing this 
to happen.


